
Dear parent/carer,  

Next half term students will be sitting their first formal practice exams for their 
GCSEs. We call these PPEs (pre-public exams). They will be taking place during: 

• Week beginning 9th June – Practical exams in Art, Textiles and 
Photography. 

• 23rd June – 4th July: Written exams held in the Phoenix Hall. 
• Week beginning 7th July – MFL speaking exams. 

Following the assessments, students will then receive a current grade showing 
their achievement in the PPE exams and coursework and also a predicted grade, 
which will be important when completing college and 6th Form applications from 
September onwards. 

To support your child further I have attached the materials relevant to our 
revision strategy.  

• PPE timetable.  
• Revision topic list 
• Parent and student revision handbook. 

Students have been given paper copies of key materials and have completed 
sessions to support them in using them effectively. If you have any further 
questions, please email me directly at jcallaghan@deptfordgreen.co.uk 

I have also included below the key details and expectations for the PPE exams, 
which are modelled on the conditions of the final exams students will sit in the 
summer.  

As a parent, the most important support you can give is to help motivate and 
support students to keep on track with their revision. Over half term next week 
students should spend at least 2-3 hours per day revising and once they return to 
school should revise each evening for their exams. 

Please see these key details below: 

• All morning PPEs start at 9.00. Students must be in school for 8.35. If 
students are late to an exam, they will not get the time they miss added to 
the end of the exam. Any lateness or non-attendance to exams will be 
followed up immediately with a phone call home and an appropriate 
sanction will be issued.  

• Seating plans will be in posted in advance of the exam each day.  Seating 
plans will be different for each exam so students need to make sure they 
carefully check them every day.  Seating plans will be displayed in the 
canteen social area and outside the Phoenix Hall each day.  Students 
should check the downstairs board when they arrive to school. 

• If students do not have a morning exam, they must be in school and 
attending normal lessons. Students will be registered in the normal way 
and non-attendance to these lessons will be followed up in the normal 
way.  Students will also return to lessons after morning exams. 
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• During the exam period Y10 students will have their lunch from 12:40. 
Afternoon exams begin at 1.30.  Students will need to line up in the 
playground at 1.15 at the end of lunch if they have an afternoon exam. 
Students who do not have an exam in the afternoon, will attend their 
normal lessons.   

Students must: 

• Make sure they have the correct equipment for all their exams.  This 
includes: 

- 2 black pens. 

- A scientific calculator. 

- A pencil, ruler, maths set (including a protractor and compass), rubber. 

- These must be in a clear pencil case. 

- Ensure they bring a clear water bottle. No water will be given out during 
the exam. 

Students without equipment for their exams will receive an appropriate sanction. 

Exam rules are as follows: 

- Absolutely no communication as students enter the exam space.  Failure 
to comply will lead to disqualification. 

- Phones and watches or any other electronic device need to be off and in 
their bag. 

- All bags and coats need to be left on the raised seats. 

- Absolutely no communication until students are well out of the exam 
space. 

Thank you for your support,  

John Callaghan 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 



Week 1 Monday 9th June Tuesday 10th June Wednesday 11th June Thursday 12th June Friday 13th June

9:00 AM
Art Textiles & Photography

1:30 PM
Art Textiles & Photography

Week 1 Monday 23rd June Tuesday 24th June Wednesday 25th June Thursday 26th June Friday 27th June

9:00 AM
English Language (176)

[1 hr 45]

Biology (176)
Combined Science Biology [ 1h r 15]

Triple Science: Biology [1 hr 45]

Maths 1: Non-Calculator (176)
[1 hr 30]

 French: Writing (55)
 [F: 1 hr 15] 
 [H: 1 hr 20] 

Spanish: Writing  (45)
 [F: 1 hr 15]
 [H: 1 hr 20] 

Chemistry (176)
Combined Science: Chemistry [1 hr 15]

Triple Science: Chemistry [1 hr 45]

1:30 PM

Business (60)
Investigating small business

[1hr & 45 mins]
Geography: - Paper 1 - Physical Environment (53)

[1 hr 30]
History: Paper 1 - Crime and Punishment (86)

[1 hr 20]
Cookery (20)

[1 hr 30]

Computer Science (19) [1 hr 30]
Sociology - Paper 1 - (17) [1 hr 45] 

Drama - Theatre Makers in Practice (20) [1 hr 45] 

Week 2 Monday 30th June Tuesday 1st July Wednesday 2nd July Thursday 3rd July Friday 4th July

9:00 AM
English Literature (176)

[2 hr 15]
Maths 2: Calculator (176)

[1 hr 30]
DT  [2 hr] (14) Maths 3: Calculator (176)

[1 hr 30]

Physics (176)
Combined Science: Physics [1 hr 15]

Triple Science: Physics [1 hr 45]

1:30 PM
Music - Listening and Appraising music (12)

[1 hr 30]

Geography: - Paper 3 - Geographical Applications 
(53)

[1 hr 30]

History: Paper 3 - Weimar Germany (86)
[1 hr & 30]

Spanish: Listening & Reading (45)
[F: 45 mins& 45 mins]

[H: 1hr & 1hr]

French: Listening & Reading (55)
[F: 45 mins& 45 mins]

[H: 1hr & 1hr]

Summer 2025 - Year 10 PPE Timetable



 

 

 

 

 

 
GCSE Revision Strategy  

2024-5 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
The current GCSE exams mean that students will have to recall 
greater amounts of facts and knowledge than ever before. They 
have to do this in strict timed conditions and have to 
demonstrate their knowledge by writing more extended essays.  
 
Learning all of this content and trying to remember it can be 
daunting. Students often don’t know where to start revising and 
lose motivation as they feel overwhelmed by the amount of 
content they must cover.  
 
This guide aims to teach students how to revise effectively, and 
to help parents to support students as much as possible. It will 
cover where students should begin, how they should embed 
their learning and how to demonstrate it through exam practice 
and testing.  
 
We have included examples of different structures and strategies 
that apply to the different stages, paper copies of which we will 
share with students to use.  
 
Finally, we have included subject specific information from each 
subject which outlines the key exam information, papers studied 
and approaches to revise effectively.  
 
I hope that you find this guidance useful, if you require any 
further support, please visit the independent learning page on 
the Deptford Green school website or email me directly at 
jcallaghan@deptfordgreen.co.uk 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Mr. Callaghan 
Assistant Headteacher  
 
 
 
 

“Learning happens when people have to think hard.” 
Prof. Robert Coe – Durham University 
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Start with what you remember. 

Every revision session should start with a brain dump. This a great way of 
testing yourself to see what you already know and identifying topics that you 
might need to go back and revise further.  

  



Three steps to effective revision and long-
lasting learning.  
 
 
 

Stage 1: Students should focus on 
memorisation of key facts and 
knowledge through chunking, 
repetition and rote learning.  
 
 
 

 
 

Stage 2: Students need to deepen 
their knowledge by engaging in 
higher-level thinking. We remember 
this thinking in more detail and for 
longer. The Revisit template activities 
help students to structure this 
thinking. 
 
 
 

 
 

Stage 3: Students need to retrieve, 
demonstrate, apply and test their 
learning to make sure they have 
remembered it. 
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The Cornell Note taking method: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 1: Students should focus on memorisation of key facts and 
knowledge through chunking, repetition and rote learning.  
 
Example tasks for re-learning key content. 
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Stage 2: Students need to deepen their knowledge by engaging 
in higher-level thinking.  
 
Example tasks for processing information and ‘thinking hard’. 
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Processing. 

Break down big ideas into in to smaller steps/stages. 

Could be useful in: 

• Processes in science e.g. digestion 

• Processes in Geography – e.g. weather 

• Chronology in History 

• Narrative in English.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ranking 
1. Make notes on each factor first. 
2. Include key facts and words in the cloud for each factor. 
3. Then rank the factors in terms of importance, and justify your 

decision. 
E.g. Reasons why the Americans lost the war in Vietnam. 
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Flashcards as a tool for quizzing. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing questions for self-testing. 
 

1. Break down a topic into quiz questions. 
2. Write down the answers. 
3. Fold the sheet in half and test yourself, or give it to someone else 

who can test you. 
4. Repeat the quiz often in order to embed knowledge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stage 3: Students need to retrieve, demonstrate, apply and 
test their learning to make sure they have remembered it. 
 
Example tasks for testing yourself and demonstrating knowledge. 
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Example revision timetable. 


