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Effe c t ive  re vis io n



St a g e  1: St u d e n t s  sh ou ld  focu s on  m e m orisa t ion  o f ke y fa c t s  a n d  
kn ow le d g e  t h rou g h  ch u n kin g , re p e t it ion  a n d  ro t e  le a rn in g . 

St a g e  2: St u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  d e e p e n  t h e ir kn ow le d g e  b y e n g a g in g  in  
h ig h e r-le ve l t h in kin g . W e  re m e m b e r t h is  t h in kin g  in  m ore  d e t a il a n d  
fo r lon g e r. Th e  Re vis it  t e m p la t e  a c t ivit ie s  h e lp  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t ru c t u re  
t h is  t h in kin g .

St a g e  3: St u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  re t rie ve , d e m o n st ra t e , a p p ly a n d  
t e st  t h e ir le a rn in g  t o  m a ke  su re  t h e y h a ve  re m e m b e re d  it .

Th re e  s t e p s  t o  e ffe c t ive  re vis io n  a n d  lo n g  la s t in g  
le a rn in g .



Sp lit  u p  t h e  c o u rs e  
in t o  m a n a g e a b le  
c h u n k s  – e .g . u s in g  
yo u r t o p ic  lis t .

Ch o o se  a  ch u n k a t  
a  t im e  t o  re vise . 

St a rt  w it h  t h e  m o st  
im p o rt a n t  o r t h e  
m o st  d ifficu lt . 

CHUNK 
IT

Sp e n d  t im e  re -
le a rn in g  s o m e  o f t h e  
k e y id e a s . 

Yo u  m ig h t  u se :
• Yo u r c la ss  b o o k.
• BBC b it e s ize
• GCSE P o d  
• An  o n lin e  p la t fo rm  

su ch  a s  Se n e ca .

No w  m a k e  s o m e  
re vis io n  n o t e s  b a s e d  
o n  w h a t  yo u  h a ve  
le a rn e d . 

Yo u  co u ld  o rg a n ize  yo u r 
le a rn in g  in t o  Co rn e ll 
n o t e s , o r co m p le t e  a  
b ra in  d u m p  b a se d  o n  
w h a t  yo u  re m e m b e r.

Try t o  d o  t h is  w it h o u t  
yo u r n o t e s . 

Give  a  ve rb a l e xp la n a t io n  
a b o u t  t h e  t o p ic  a s  if yo u  
w e re  t e a ch in g  it . 

Re p e a t  fa c t s  yo u  n e e d  t o  
re m e m b e r 20  t im e s. 

Tu rn  t h e  ke y fa c t s  yo u  
n e e d  t o  re m e m b e r a b o u t  
t h is  t o p ic  in t o  fla sh ca rd s  
a n d  g e t  a  frie n d  o r p a re n t  
t o  t e s t  yo u .

RE-LEARN 
IT

W RITE 
IT

SP EAK 
IT

St a g e  1: St u d e n t s  sh ou ld  focu s on  m e m orisa t ion  o f ke y fa c t s  a n d  
kn ow le d g e  t h rou g h  ch u n kin g , re p e t it ion  a n d  ro t e  le a rn in g . 



Stage one: Cornell notes

1. Give your 
notes page a 

title. This works 
best when it is an 

exam style 
question.

2. Divide your 
page into two 

columns. In the 
smaller column on 
the left, write key 

questions that your 
notes will cover.

3. Make summary 
revision notes in 
the right hand 

column. Ensure 
you think, and put 
your ideas in your 

own words.

4. Use a highlighter 
to colour code 
each question. 

Then highlight your 
notes to show 

where the 
corresponding 

answers can be 
found.

5. Return to your 
notes after one 
week. Write a 

summary of the 
topic from your 

memory. Then re-
read your notes to 
check what you 

may have missed.



• Useful for organising your thinking 
when making revision notes.

• Colour coded to make it easy to find 
the relevant answer when returning to 
your notes.

• Built in summary to return to and 
consolidate learning. 

Stage one : Cornell notes



Tra n sfo rm  ke y fa c t s  
you  h a ve  le a rn e d  in t o  
a  se rie s  o f im a g e s. 

Tra n sfo rm  w h a t  you  
h a ve  le a rn t  in t o  a  
d ia g ra m . 

Tra n sfo rm  you r 
le a rn in g  in t o  a  p oe m  
o r a  s t o ry. 

TRANSFORM 
IT

Re d u ce  w h a t  you  
h a ve  le a rn t  a b ou t  
t h is  t op ic  in t o  5 
b u lle t  p o in t s  o r 
p rom p t s . 

Re d u ce  t h e  3 m ost  
im p ort a n t  fa c t s  in  
t h is  t op ic  in t o  9  
w ord s. 

Use  t h e  ra n kin g  
t e m p la t e  t o  ra n k t h e  
m ost  im p ort a n t  fa c t s  
from  t h is  t op ic . 

W h a t  is  t h e  m ost  
d ifficu lt  p o in t  t o  
re m e m b e r?  W h y?

Ca t e g o rise  ke y fa c t s  
from  t h is  t op ic  in t o  3 
g rou p s. You  ch oose  
t h e  g rou p  h e a d in g s. 

Fin d  3 lin ks b e t w e e n  
t h is  t op ic  a n d  o t h e r 
t op ic s  you  h a ve  
s t u d ie d . 

Lin k t h e  p o in t s  
t og e t h e r. 

Lin k t h e  id e a s. 
Lin k t h e  fa c t o rs . 

REDUCE 
IT

SORT 
IT

LINK 
IT

St a g e  2: St u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  d e e p e n  t h e ir kn ow le d g e  b y e n g a g in g  in  
h ig h e r-le ve l t h in kin g . W e  re m e m b e r t h is  t h in kin g  in  m ore  d e t a il a n d  
fo r lon g e r. Th e  Re vis it  t e m p la t e  a c t ivit ie s  h e lp  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t ru c t u re  
t h is  t h in kin g .



Brie

Camembert

Cheese

French

Production Flavour SaleTypes

Italian

English

Boursin

St a g e  t w o  : Tra n s fo rm , Re d u c e , So rt



P ro c e s s in g .

Bre a k d ow n  b ig  id e a s  in t o  
in  t o  sm a lle r s t e p s/s t a g e s .

Co u ld  b e  u s e fu l in :
• P roce sse s  in  sc ie n ce  e .g . 

d ig e st ion
• P roce sse s  in  Ge og ra p h y –

e .g . w e a t h e r
• Ch ron o log y in  Hist o ry
• Na rra t ive  in  En g lish . 



Ra n k in g

1. Ma k e  n o t e s  o n  e a c h  
fa c t o r  firs t .

2. In c lu d e  k e y fa c t s  a n d  
w o rd s  in  t h e  c lo u d  fo r  
e a c h  fa c t o r .

3. Th e n  ra n k  t h e  fa c t o rs  in  
t e rm s  o f im p o rt a n c e , 
a n d  ju s t ify  yo u r 
d e c is io n .

E.g . Re a s o n s  w h y t h e  
Am e ric a n s  lo s t  t h e  w a r in  
Vie t n a m .



Go b a ck t o  you r 
re d u ce  it  n o t e s , w h ich  
b roke  d ow n  t h e  m a in  
id e a s in t o  ke y w ord s 
a n d  im a g e s. 

Now  re st o re  t h e se  
id e a s b a ck t o  t h e ir fu ll 
d e t a il b y m a kin g  
e xt e n d e d  n o t e s . 

RESTORE 
IT

Use  you r fla sh ca rd s t o  
t e st  you rse lf.

W rit e  you rse lf e xa m  
q u e st ion s on  t h is  
t op ic  o r skill. How  
m a n y ca n  you  t h in k 
o f?  

Com p le t e  p ra c t ice  
e xa m  q u e st ion s on  
t h e  t op ic .

Re a d  o ve r yo u r co m p le t e d  
e xa m  q u e st io n . 

Se lf-a sse ss  yo u r w o rk u sin g  a  
m a rkin g  g rid . W h a t  yo u  
m isse d  o u t  fro m  t h is  t o p ic  
fro m  yo u r n o t e s

No w :
• Im p rove  it
• Ad d  t o  it

TEST 
IT

REFINE 
IT

St a g e  3: St u d e n t s  n e e d  t o  re t rie ve , d e m o n st ra t e , a p p ly a n d  
t e st  t h e ir le a rn in g  t o  m a ke  su re  t h e y h a ve  re m e m b e re d  it .



St a g e  t h re e : Us in g  fla s h c a rd s

1. Use your notes 
or your textbook 

to identify key 
concepts, facts 
and key terms

2. On one side of 
the flashcard, write 

the concept. It 
works best if this is 

turned into a 
question.

3. On the other 
side of the card, 
write down the 

answer or 
definition.

4. Once you have 
a full set for a 

topic. Test yourself, 
making sure you 
say the answers 

aloud. 

5. For any 
questions that you 

found trickier, 
return to your notes 

or ask your 
teacher to clarify.



1. Break down a topic 
into quiz questions.

2. Write down the 
answers.

3. Fold the sheet in half 
and test yourself, or 
give it to someone 
else who can test you.

4. Repeat the quiz often 
in order to embed 
knowledge. 

St a g e  t h re e : Qu izzin g
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