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WELCOME TO PATHWAYS

At Deptford Green, our curriculum is designed to provide an excellent education for all students. It is underpinned by our vision
which aspires for every student to be given the opportunity to:

• Fulfil their academic potential and be able to achieve their ambitions for the next stage of their educational journey.

• Make a positive contribution to the school community and the wider community that we serve.

• Develop socially and emotionally the skills and attributes needed to live happy, safe and productive adult lives.

Our aims are underpinned by LORIC - Leadership, Organization, Resilience, Initiative and Communication, a character-building

programme.

As our Year 9 students begin to make important decisions that will affect their future, we aim to ensure that each child has the

right guidance to put them on a path to reach their potential. All pathways have equal value and aim to ensure students are

successful. Once completed, students will have the opportunity to follow Post 16 courses whether it be the new T levels,

apprenticeships, vocational training or A levels.

We have supportive pastoral and academic teams who are looking forward to working with our Year 9 students in making these
important choices. The support and encouragement parents/carers can provide at this important stage of a child's education is
also critical.

We are looking forward to working directly with the parents/carers of every child in the year and working together to ensure all
our students at Deptford Green are successful. We hope that you find what you are looking for in this booklet. If not, please do
contact us for further information.

Tim Allen

Assistant Headteacher



HOW PATHWAYS WORK

ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTORS

It is very important that students make the right choices for their future, choose subjects that will inspire and interest them, as well as 
ones that match their skills.  Our rigorous assessment systems allow us to have a clear idea of the level your child is working at across 
different subjects.  We use this data to suggest to each student and their parent which pathway we recommend for them an individual.  
As you know, we use three descriptors at Key Stage 3.

EXS – This descriptor shows that a student is working at age-expected standard.  Using the national curriculum and looking at the 
knowledge skills and understanding needed in each subject for each year group. If your child has met the criteria expected of
children across the country in that subject.  Thuis evidence has come from books and assessments they have done.

WTS - This descriptor shows that a student is working towards age-expected standard and we  haven’t yet got the evidence a 
student has met all the criteria for age expected standard.  Please note, this doesn’t mean that a student is not working hard, but 
might mean that literacy and numeracy factors might mean that they are not yet meeting age expected standard. 

GDS – This descriptor shows that a student has met all the standards for age-expected standard, and also shown higher level 
knowledge, skills and understanding. 



HOW PATHWAYS WORK

SUGGESTED PATHWAYS

Using the data and our knowledge of each child, we will suggest a pathway for each student. We will let you know which pathway we
recommend. Below is a description of each pathway and who it is most suitable for. This is only a suggested pathway.

PATHWAY ONE – Students in this pathway are guided towards taking subjects which lead to the English Baccalaureate. This is a group of subjects
which can be appealing to selective sixth forms and universities. In order to achieve the English Baccalaureate, students need to study their core
subjects, a humanities subject (History or Geography) and a Modern Foreign Language (we offer French and Spanish). In addition to these,
students will get one open option. In Pathway One all open subjects are available to students. The students we recommend for Pathway One will
be working mainly at ‘EXS+’ and ‘GDS’ standard (especially in core subjects). Students working at these standards in Maths and Science would also
be suitable for Triple Science.

PATHWAY TWO – Students in this pathway will need to take core subjects and either Geography, History, French or Spanish. This will give them a
broad and balanced curriculum. Students are able to choose both a humanities and language option , and by default, will move into Pathway One.
In addition to these, students will get two open options. In Pathway Two all open subjects are available to students. The students we recommend
for Pathway Two will be working mainly at ‘EXS’ standard (especially in core subjects).

PATHWAY THREE – Students in this pathway will need to take core subjects and either Geography, History, French or Spanish. This will give them
a broad and balanced curriculum. Students are able to choose both a humanities and language option, and by default, will move into Pathway
One. In addition to these, students will get two open options. In Pathway Three, we recommend that students do not choose subjects which
have heavily written outcomes or require a more complex understanding of Maths. We have a wide range of vocational subjects alongside GCSE
courses. The students we recommend for Pathway Three will be working mainly at ‘WTS’ standard (especially in core subjects



HOW PATHWAYS WORK

PATHWAY CHOICES



CORE SUBJECTS 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

CORE GCSE 1-9 AQA
If people cannot write well, they cannot think well, and if they 

cannot think well, others will do their thinking for them.” 

– George Orwell

CONTEXT

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A

high-quality education in English will teach students to speak

and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas

and emotions to others; and through their reading and

listening, others can communicate with them.

Through reading, in particular, students have a chance to

develop creatively, culturally, emotionally, intellectually,

socially and spiritually. An excellent vocabulary and a confident

command of language plays a key role in such development.

Reading enables students to acquire knowledge and to build

on the skills and knowledge they already have. We place

emphasis on the importance of reading as it is key to academic

success and is a lifelong learning skill.

All the skills of Language are essential to participating fully as a

member of society. Language is the greatest social leveller and

communication skills are essential to flourish in life.

THE QUALIFICATION

In KS4, we hone the academic reading, writing and speaking

skills introduced in KS3 necessary to excel at GCSE level and life

beyond the classroom. We do this by: introducing GCSE exam

papers; practicing formal writing skills and academic literacy;

building reading skills and reading strategies through fiction and

non-fiction texts from the 16th - 21st Century.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

English is an exciting, fun and challenging subject at Deptford
Green School. Students will learn to communicate fluently,
formally and accurately through the written and spoken word.
Students will write a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts to
develop their communication skills for the world beyond the
classroom.

We read a full variety of fiction and non-fiction texts including:
newspaper and magazine articles (including online sources),
short stories, diary entries, biographical and autobiographical
texts and travel writing. We use the texts to allow students to
practice reading and decoding skills and to understand the world
around them.

Speaking and listening is also a crucial part of the curriculum.
We value students’ spoken language skills and how this enriches
their writing and understanding, as well as promoting deeper
critical thinking. Speaking and listening activities in English
Language include: individual and group presentations; taking
part in debates and delivering speeches.

CONTACT

Heads of English – Ms Townsend and Mr Watts -
twatts/htownsend@deptfordgreen.co.uk

mailto:aplayer@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE

CORE GCSE 1-9 AQA

In the last year in the English department, students have
participated in a range of stimulating in-lesson and enrichment
activities, including:

• Debates on current and social issues linked to non-fiction
texts

• Speeches on the themes of propaganda, gender identity
and social media

• Celebration of creativity during lockdown with most
students contributing to ‘Soap Box’ speeches that they are
passionate about

• After-school workshops in year 11 to consolidate and
stretch knowledge and skills before examinations

• Extra-Curricular clubs including: Debate Mate and Spoken
Word Club

• Jack Petchey Speak Out debate competition

ASSESSMENT

English Language GCSE comprises two papers.

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing =

50% of GCSE

There are four questions about an extract from a story

where students are asked to comment on the effects of

language and structure methods used by the writer and to

give their own opinion about the text. There is one

creative writing question where students are asked to

plan and write a description or narrative in 45

minutes.

Paper 2: Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives = 50%

of GCSE

There are four questions about two non-fiction texts

where students are asked to summarise the sources,

compare the writers’ viewpoints and comment on the

language features used by the writers. The second

part of the exam is a writing task. Students are asked

to plan and write a non-fiction text (speech, letter,

article etc.) in 45 minutes.

WHAT DO THE STUDENTS SAY?

“The debates are the best thing we do in English. We are
always encouraged to form our own opinions and to
stand up for what we believe in. I also like that I have
become a better listener because of the speaking and
listening that we practise in class.” – Year 11 student

“I like the way that my teacher does lots of creative
writing with us. we get to write our own stories and
plays and poems. It really helps me to use my
imagination!” – Year 10 student

“I like reading articles from around the world and from
the past. I feel like I can confidently talk about things
from different cultures and from different perspectives.”
– Year 10 student

CONTACT

Heads of English – Ms Townsend and Mr Watts –
twatts/htownsend@deptfordgreen.co.uk

mailto:aplayer@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
ENGLISH LITERATURE

CORE GCSE 1-9 AQA

CONTACT

Heads of English – Ms Townsend and Mr Watts –
twatts/htownsend@deptfordgreen.co.uk

Description begins in the writer’s imagination but 

should finish in the reader’s– Stephen King

CONTEXT

Literature has a pre-eminent place in education and in society.
Exposure to a wide range of literary genres and diverse writers
will allow students to better understand the world around
them. The study of Literature allows students to develop their
critical thinking skills, discover new ideas and enhance their
emotional well-being.

Through reading, in particular, students have a chance to
develop creatively, culturally, emotionally, intellectually,
socially and spiritually. Literature plays a key role in such
development. Reading enables students to acquire knowledge
and to build on the skills and knowledge they already have.
Reading is key to academic success and is a lifelong learning
skill. Literature also provides escapism and encourages
development of the imagination. Who doesn’t love a great
story?

THE QUALIFICATION

English Literature is a creative, fun and challenging subject at

Deptford Green School. Students will study a broad range of

novels, short stories, plays, and poetry each year. They will

also be writing creative texts including short stories,

descriptions, plays and poetry to develop their creative writing

skills for the world beyond the classroom.

Speaking and listening is a crucial part of the curriculum too.

We value students’ spoken language skills and how this

enriches their writing and understanding, as well as promoting

creative, imaginative thinking. Speaking and listening activities

in Literature include: performing monologues, drama-based

activities like hot-seating, scripted plays and improvisation.

In KS4, we hone the academic reading, writing and speaking

skills introduced in KS3 necessary to excel at GCSE level and

life beyond the classroom. We do this by: introducing the exam

texts for the Literature GCSE; practicing formal writing skills

and academic literacy; completing exam papers using exam

timings; developing speaking skills and building reading skills

and strategies through fiction and literary non-fiction texts

from the 16th - 21st Century.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

In the last year in the English department, students have 

participated in a range of stimulating in- lesson and 

enrichment activities, including:

• Debates on current and social issues linked to our key

texts such as 'Who is the most marginalised character in 

the novel?’

• Celebration of creativity during lockdown with most students 

contributing to Poetry and Short Story Anthologies

mailto:aplayer@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
ENGLISH LITERATURE

CORE GCSE 1-9 AQA

CONTACT

Heads of English – Ms Townsend and Mr Watts –
twatts/htownsend@deptfordgreen.co.uk

• Quotation relays to aid revision

• After-school workshops in year 11 to consolidate and stretch

knowledge and skills before examinations

• Extra-Curricular clubs including: Creative Writing Club and Poetry
Club

• World Book Day dress up and competitions

• Critically analysing film adaptations of our key texts

• Writing poems on the themes of 'Gender' and 'Subversion’

ASSESSMENT

The English Literature GCSE comprises two papers:

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel = 40% of Literature
GCSE

Students plan and answer one essay question for each text. Students
will be answering questions on either ‘Romeo and Juliet’ or ‘Macbeth’
for the Shakespeare question and ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde’ by Robert Louis Stevenson for the 19th Century Novel question.

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry = 60% of Literature GCSE

Students plan and answer three essay questions and one shorter
comparative question. Students will study the following texts for this
exam: ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J.B Priestley, ‘Power and Conflict Poetry
anthology’ (various poets, 15 poems) and Unseen Poetry.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“I like studying poetry because I like learning the new

language and structure methods. It makes me feel smart!

The themes that the poets talk about are really

interesting too. We learnt that conflict affects everyone,

not just soldiers.” – Year 10 student

“Studying plays is the best part of English Literature. The

plays make us think about the world around us and how

we act.” – Year 9 student

“I like the novels and short stories that we get to read. We

get to choose texts to read at home too which also like to

what we are studying. I also like the way that the

teachers let us come up with ideas for ourselves.” – Year

9 students

mailto:aplayer@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
MATHEMATICS

CORE GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

CONTEXT

The Deptford Green Maths Department ensures that our pupils have
access to a high-quality mathematics curriculum, that is both
challenging and enjoyable. Also providing our pupils with a variety of
mathematical opportunities, which will enable our pupils to develop
into independent learners with inquisitive minds. All our pupils have
access to a secure mathematical foundation that enables all to
become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics through varied
and frequent practice.

We empower our pupils to reason and communicate mathematically

and to explain their ideas. Pupils can create relationships and can

make judgements using mathematical language. Pupils can problem

solve and apply the knowledge and skills acquired to complex, multi-

step problems. Our aim is to develop deeper understanding and as a

result, pupils can make links across curriculum areas and foster a

mastery approach.

Pupils at Deptford Green learn to evaluate and draw conclusions

based on their prior knowledge. This helps them to be successful

pupils and informed citizens. A solid foundation in mathematics is

an essential skill for all pupils.

THE QUALIFICATION

During key stage 4 all pupils work towards the national qualification

(GCSE). Teachers aim to ensure that all pupils:

• become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including

through varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex

problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual

understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge

rapidly and accurately.

• reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry,

conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and developing

an argument, justification or proof using mathematical

language

• students can solve problems by applying their mathematical

knowledge to a variety of routine and non-routine problems

with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems

into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking

solutions.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

In Maths we aim to provide practical ways to understand maths. As well

as teacher and student led activities, we also use online platforms such

as Hegarty Maths to enhance the understanding of Maths through ICT.

Group and pair work is often used in order for peers to work together

to find the answers to mathematical problems. We focus on reviewing

individual progress following an assessment which allows students to

progress in the areas they did not perform so well in.

CONTACT

Heads of Maths – Mr Amoah and Ms Forrest –
ramoah/mforrest@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“The essence of mathematics is not to make simple things 

complicated, but complicated things simple"

mailto:aplayer@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
MATHEMATICS

CORE GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed in Year 11 in three externally marked exams
which are 1 hour 30 minutes long each.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“Maths is great at GCSE level, because you really get to put the things

you’ve learnt lower down in the school into practice. They ask you a

lot of questions which help you understand things in everyday life.”

– Year 11 student

“I enjoy Maths because I like using formulas to understand lots of

different things. I helped my parents do the decorating at home and

realised how much maths really comes into everyday life.”

– Year 11 student

“I really like using online platforms such as Hegarty Maths because

you can do them in your own time and go back over things”

– Year 11 student

CONTACT

Heads of Maths – Mr Amoah and Ms Forrest –
ramoah/mforrest@deptfordgreen.co.uk

mailto:aplayer@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
COMBINED SCIENCE

CORE GCSE 1-9 AQA

CONTEXT

Our vision is to ensure all students develop a deep knowledge and
understanding across Biology, Chemistry and Physics. At its core, the
Deptford Green science curriculum prioritises students’ comprehension
and application of scientific concepts, so they can use them to make
sense of the modern world. Scientific knowledge becomes useful when
it can be applied to formal knowledge as well as informal, everyday
experience. Therefore, whilst the national curriculum prescribes which
substantive and disciplinary content is taught for secondary science, we
sometimes go beyond the programme of study to achieve the depth
necessary to gain a full understanding of the scientific content
necessary for successful progression in science.

The Deptford Green Science curriculum also emphasises some of the
wider ideas that cut across the disciplines of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths. This serves to align itself to the relevance of
Science outside the classroom, where there is often no distinction
made between science and technology.

THE QUALIFICATION

Students gain two GCSEs in Science, covering Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. Topics covered are as follows:

Biology: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; 
Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and 
evolution; and Ecology.
Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, 
and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical 
changes; Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change; 
Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; 
and Using resources.
Physics: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic
structure; Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

The science curriculum aims to inspire awe and wonder as pupils relate
to and make sense of the world around them. From the uniqueness of
individual genetic makeup, to the scale of the vastness of the universe.
As pupils navigate the Big ideas of science, they move from the
concrete to the abstract and learn that everything is connected in our
physical world and beyond. In doing so, we also learn to accept that
Science cannot provide all the answers and imagination and creativity
can lead to new discoveries. Students will explore these things through
written answers, practical experiments and investigation work.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“I like science because it helps me to understand how everything 

works and is interconnected. Also I like how we are always finding 

out more, so there really is never way to know everything.” – Year 11 

student

CONTACT

Head of Science Faculty – Ms Pearce -
npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Science is magic that works” - Kurt Vonnegut

mailto:npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
TRIPLE SCIENCE

CORE GCSE 1-9 AQA

CONTEXT

Our vision is to ensure all students develop a deep knowledge and
understanding across Biology, Chemistry and Physics. At its core, the
Deptford Green science curriculum prioritises students’ comprehension
and application of scientific concepts, so they can use them to make
sense of the modern world. Scientific knowledge becomes useful when
it can be applied to formal knowledge as well as informal, everyday
experience. Therefore, whilst the national curriculum prescribes which
substantive and disciplinary content is taught for secondary science, we
sometimes go beyond the programme of study to achieve the depth
necessary to gain a full understanding of the scientific content
necessary for successful progression in science.

The Deptford Green Science curriculum also emphasises some of the

wider ideas that cut across the disciplines of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths. This serves to align itself to the relevance of
Science outside the classroom, where there is often no distinction
made between science and technology.

THE QUALIFICATION

Students gain three GCSEs in Science, covering Biology, Chemistry and

Physics. Topics are studied in greater depth than in Combine Science.
Topics covered are as follows:

Biology: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response;
Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and
evolution; and Ecology.

Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure,
and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes;
Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic
chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using
resources.

Physics: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure;
Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism, Space Physics.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

The science curriculum aims to inspire awe and wonder as pupils relate
to and make sense of the world around them. From the uniqueness of
individual genetic makeup, to the scale of the vastness of the universe.
As pupils navigate the Big ideas of science, they move from the
concrete to the abstract and learn that everything is connected in our
physical world and beyond. In doing so, we also learn to accept that
Science cannot provide all the answers and imagination and creativity
can lead to new discoveries. Students will explore these things through
written answers, practical experiments and investigation work.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“Science enables you to understand the world around you and
empowers you to discover new concepts.” – Year 11 student

CONTACT

Head of Science Faculty – Ms Pearce -
npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Science is simply the word we use to describe a method of 

organizing our curiosity” – Tim Minchin

mailto:npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk


CORE SUBJECTS 
TRIPLE SCIENCE

CORE GCSE 1-9 AQA

CONTEXT

Our vision is to ensure all students develop a deep knowledge and
understanding across Biology, Chemistry and Physics. At its core, the
Deptford Green science curriculum prioritises students’ comprehension
and application of scientific concepts, so they can use them to make
sense of the modern world. Scientific knowledge becomes useful when
it can be applied to formal knowledge as well as informal, everyday
experience. Therefore, whilst the national curriculum prescribes which
substantive and disciplinary content is taught for secondary science, we
sometimes go beyond the programme of study to achieve the depth
necessary to gain a full understanding of the scientific content
necessary for successful progression in science.

The Deptford Green Science curriculum also emphasises some of the

wider ideas that cut across the disciplines of Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths. This serves to align itself to the relevance of
Science outside the classroom, where there is often no distinction
made between science and technology.

THE QUALIFICATION

Students gain three GCSEs in Science, covering Biology, Chemistry and

Physics. Topics are studied in greater depth than in Combine Science.
Topics covered are as follows:

Biology: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response;
Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and
evolution; and Ecology.

Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure,
and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes;
Energy changes; The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic
chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using
resources.

Physics: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure;
Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism, Space Physics.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

The science curriculum aims to inspire awe and wonder as pupils relate
to and make sense of the world around them. From the uniqueness of
individual genetic makeup, to the scale of the vastness of the universe.
As pupils navigate the Big ideas of science, they move from the
concrete to the abstract and learn that everything is connected in our
physical world and beyond. In doing so, we also learn to accept that
Science cannot provide all the answers and imagination and creativity
can lead to new discoveries. Students will explore these things through
written answers, practical experiments and investigation work.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“Science enables you to understand the world around you and
empowers you to discover new concepts.” – Year 11 student

CONTACT

Head of Science Faculty – Ms Pearce -
npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Science is simply the word we use to describe a method of 

organizing our curiosity” – Tim Minchin

mailto:npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
HISTORY

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

A strong History education plays a fundamental role in understanding

not only the past, but also the present. We aim to develop an

understanding of the social, political, economic and cultural

foundations of society in both Britain and the wider world.

By developing a strong sense of Historical empathy and a critical

understanding of the past, History education plays an important role in

a student’s personal intellectual, political and cultural development.

Through fostering a greater understanding of the past, we believe

History education prepares students for more active citizenship in the

future.

History education plays a key role in developing broader literacy skills,

critical thinking and cultural capital that equips students for lifelong

learning and success in the community workplace.

THE QUALIFICATION

At Key Stage 4, our students study Edexcel GCSE History. The course
comprises of the following units which are examined across three
papers at the end of Year 11:

• Medicine in Britain 1250 - Present Day.

• Early Elizabethan England 1558 – 1588.

• Superpower Relations and the Cold War 1941-1991.

• The USA - Conflict at Home and Abroad 1954-75.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

The History department regularly supports learning with trips to

historical sites in the local community and beyond. Previous visits have

included study days at the National Maritime Museum and Old

Operating Theatre with many more planned in the future. The

department also has links with outside organisations such as the

Windrush Foundation and the Equiano Society, who have provided

speakers for assembles and a touring exhibition at the school.

ASSESSMENT

Students will sit three externally marked exams in Year 11.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

"I chose History GCSE because it's interesting to know how people

lived in the past and what kind of decisions they made and why." –

Year 11 student

CONTACT

Head of History – Mr Callaghan -
jcallaghan@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“A people without the knowledge of their past history,

origin and culture is like a tree without roots.” 

- Marcus Garvey.

DISCUSSING AND 

DEBATING NEW IDEAS 

LEARNING ABOUT OTHER 
WRITING ESSAYS 

TIMES AND CULTURES 

THINKING CRITICALLY 
VISITING LOCAL 

MUSEUMS 

READING A RANGE OF 

DIFFERENT TEXTS 

 

mailto:jcallaghan@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
GEOGRAPHY

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 AQA

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Geography at Deptford Green is about understanding and asking
questions about the world around us. Why does the world function
the way it does? Will this ever change? How do I personally have an
impact on the planet? What might London look like in the future?

At Deptford the Geography Department likes to go that extra mile
and offer its learners as full a learning experience as possible. For us
this means:

• All learners at Deptford get the chance to encounter guest
speakers. This provides our learners with first-hand
accounts on the topics they are investigating in class.

• Those who opt to take GCSE geography are provided with a
wealth of revision material which has been produced by
experts from around the country.

THE QUALIFICATION

Studying Geography at GCSE will teach you about the world around
us. It will teach you why we live the way we do and how we can
improve our own lives in the future. It teaches you a lot of skills that
employers are looking for. Geography is progressive and provides you
with an insight into the following topics:

• The Challenge of Natural Hazards (e.g., tectonic and
weather hazards, can we stop them?) Explore the Beast
from the East and Typhoon Haiyan.

• The Living World (e.g., ecosystems, deserts, rainforests,
what are they all like?)

• Physical Landscapes in the UK (e.g., coasts and rivers,
should we live by them?)

• Urban Issues and Challenges (e.g., how are cities changing?
What might they look like in the future?)

• The Changing Economic World (e.g., globalisation, global
trade links, development)

• The Challenge of Resource Management (e.g., food,
energy, water and poverty)

CONTACT

Head of Geography – Mr Stamp-
jstamp@deptfordgreen.co.uk

COLLECTING PRIMARY 

DATA ON SCHOOL TRIPS 

QUESTIONING WHY THE 

WORLD LOOKS HOW IT DOES 

CRITICALLY ANALYSING 

DATA 

DEBATING AND ARGUING 
DIFFERENT PERCEPTIONS 

 
EXPLORING WHAT LIFE IS 
LIKE ACROSS THE WORLD 

INVESTIGATING 

HOW/WHEN ECONOMIES 

CHANGE 
 

 

"The study of geography is about more than just memorising

places on a map. It's about understanding the complexity of

our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exist

across continents. And in the end, it's about using all that 

knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together." 

- President Barack Obama

mailto:npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
GEOGRAPHY

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 AQA
WHAT DO THE STUDENTS SAY?

“I enjoy Geography because of the content, and what we must learn.
Getting a high grade in geography isn't impossible because most of
the topics normally stick in our heads, such as global warming. Also,
geography explores a lot of social, economic, and environmental
issues that we may not have acknowledged before. Geography is very
interactive, so you enjoy lessons.” - Year 10 student

“I enjoy Geography because it covers a wide range of subjects, such as
sciences and humanities. I can see how it is applicable in real life
scenarios and like learning about other countries in case studies.” -
Year 11 student

CONTACT

Head of Geography – Mr Stamp
jstamp@deptfordgreen.co.uk

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

• During the GCSE you get the chance to go on two field trips:

• Deptford Creek enquiry into how the course of the river Thames
changes from its mouth its source (Year 10 - Summer term)

• How cities change, an enquiry into London Olympic Park (Year 10 -
Summer term) In addition, learners partake in a number of fieldwork
studies on the school grounds itself.

ASSESSMENT

• Paper 1: Living with the physical environment: 1 hour 30 minutes
exam worth 35% of GCSE.

• Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment: 1 hour 30 minutes
exam worth 35% of GCSE.

• Paper 3: Geographical applications: 1 hour 15 minutes exam worth
30% of GCSE.

mailto:npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
FRENCH & SPANISH

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 AQA

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Learning a language at Deptford Green is exciting and challenging.
Students will develop not only a language, but an understanding of
people, culture, history, literature and arts from different countries. A
love of learning languages is at the heart of everything we do, and our
students share the same curiosity and enthusiasm. Learning a language
will equip students with a wide variety of skills that will prove
invaluable to them in the future. It reinforces their literacy and oracy in
English and encourages them to problem solve and show resilience.

We equip students with the confidence, vocabulary and necessary
grammatical knowledge to communicate successfully across the four
key skills (Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing) in another
language. In their language lessons, students will develop these four
skills through a wide variety of activities that they find not only
engaging and challenging, but also highly rewarding. Learning a

language will also deepen their understanding and respect for other
cultures through exploring the wide variety of countries where French
and Spanish are spoken.

THE QUALIFICATION

Languages lessons are all created individually by our department and
we use a wide range of resources, including literary and authentic
texts, videos and recordings of native speakers and a variety of
engaging activities and games. In class learning is supplemented with
student access to our interactive online Kerboodle textbook, use of
language-learning apps such as Duolingo and Quizlet and access at
KS4 to ThisIsLanguage (a website with videos, vocabulary and
grammar exercises to engage student learning) and GCSEPod (a
website with bite-size videos on revision and exam skills). Students
are also provided with vocabulary lists at KS3 and a GCSE vocabulary
booklet at KS4.

We offer immersion trips to France and Spain once a year. Students
gain the experience of travelling abroad and are hosted by animators
who speak to the students only in the target native speakers.

Native speakers of any language are encouraged to take their GCSE
exam in their first language in Year 10 and will be supported by the
MFL and EAL departments to do so. We support our students by
offering sessions on exam skills and helping them to apply their
knowledge to a language GCSE. They have the opportunity to sit PPE
exams and are given detailed feedback. This prepares them for their
language GCSE and has improved their confidence for their other
GCSE exams at the end of Year 11.

CONTACT

Head of MfL– Ms Calvert -
zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“The limits of my language are the limits of my world.” 
- Ludwig Wittgenstein      

TRAVELLING, WORKING

AND LIVING 
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LANGUAGE
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OTHERS IN OTHER

LANGUAGES

EXPLORING CULTURES

AND

CUSTOMS

PROBLEM SOLVING,

PUZZLES

AND FINDING PATTERNS

USING APPS AND 

WEBSITES

TO LEARN INDEPENDENTLY
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
FRENCH & SPANISH

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 AQA

CONTACT

Head of MfL – Ms Calvert –
zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk

ASSESSMENT

Students are assessed in 4 areas – reading, writing, speaking and
listening. Each of the areas is worth 25% of the GCSE. The reading,
writing and listening assessments are written exams, and students
are recorded for the speaking assessment.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“What I like about studying Spanish is the fact that I am able to learn

about a different country and a different culture. Also, I like to

communicate with people in a different way”. – Year 11 student

“I love the language and I want to speak it fluently.” – Year 11 student

“I like how you get to learn about the different cultures that are in
Spain. It is also cool to talk in Spanish to others in you class and have a
conversation with them”.

mailto:npearce@deptfordgreen.co.uk
mailto:zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
COMPUTER SCIENCE

P/WAY 1,2 GCSE 1-9 OCR

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Computer Science aims to develop confident, forward thinking students

who are knowledgeable about the use and purpose of technology in

everyday lives. The main focus is to develop students who are

reflective and logical thinkers with the ability to apply computational

techniques when solving problems. By the end of the course, students

would have developed employable and transferable. Students will

learn through practical real-life problem-solving task and modelling, as

well as conducting research, data processing, programming and

computational thinking which will enable them to become independent

learners who are creative, responsible and competent.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES AND ENRICHMENT

Discussion
Research
Problem Solving
Practical programming and data management task

Coding Club
Technology seminars
Programming workshop at TFL
Visit to Technological Companies

ASSESSMENT

Students will sit two external exams at the end of year 11. Grades are
awarded using GCSE 9-1 grading system.

WHAT DO THE STUDENTS SAY?

“I like computer science as it is a subject that explores how
computers and machinery works, which is very important as even
now most of the work is being done with computers and
machinery, so if you want to create future and something
innovative this is a subject for you”. – Year 11 student

“I really enjoy learning things about IT, one of the skills I have
developed is python programming skills, which is modern
programming language. Furthermore, another skill would be that I
know about system security issues and how to prevent them, this
might be useful for people who want to be involved in cyber security,
and it also will help in rural life, to know how to protect your data and
how to detect scams.” – Year 11 student

CONTACT

Head of Computing – Ms Knight –
nknight@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Everybody should learn how to code. It teaches 

you how to think.” – Steve Jobs

SOLVING REAL LIFE

PROBLEMS
TEAMWORK

INSPIRATIONAL

CREATIVITY

LEARNING PRACTICAL FACILITATING

INNOVATION

CRITICAL AND

ANALYTICAL THINKINGPROGRAMMING SKILLS
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
I.T

P/WAY 1,2,3 LEVEL 1/2 OCR

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Information Technologies aims to develop confident, forward-thinking 
students who are knowledgeable about the use and purpose of 
technology in everyday lives.   The main focus is to develop students 
who are reflective and logical thinkers with the ability to apply 
computational techniques when solving problems.  By the end of the 
course, students would have developed employable and transferable.  
Students will learn through practical real life problem solving task and 
modelling, as well as conducting research, data processing, 
programming and computational thinking which will enable them to 
become independent learners who are creative, responsible and 
competent.

THE QUALIFICATION

This qualification is suitable for students aged 14-16 who wish to 

develop applied knowledge and practical skills in using Information 

Technologies

Students will learn about tools and techniques for use in different 

digital hardware and software technologies, and how these can be 

integrated to create digital solutions to manage and communicate data 

and information. They will also be taught what data and information 

are and the legal, ethical and moral considerations when using 

technology to gather, store and present data and information, and how 

to mitigate the risks of cyber-attacks. Through this qualification they 

will be able to select and use the most appropriate technology safely 

and effectively, to complete a data management task, such as 

monitoring customers’ data and making recommendations.  They will 

also learn to follow a project life cycle of initiation, planning, execution 

and evaluation to complete a data management task and use their 

skills, knowledge and understanding of technology to complete each of 

the phases of the project life cycle. The skills, knowledge and 

understanding they will develop through this qualification are very 

relevant to both work and further study. They will also develop 

practical skills such as carrying out a SWOT analysis, creating GANTT 

charts, developing online surveys, and presenting data through web-

based technologies.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES AND ENRICHMENT

Discussion

Research 

Problem Solving

Practical programming and data management task.

Coding Club

Technology seminars

Programming workshop at TFL

Visit to Technological Companies 

CONTACT

Head of Computing – Ms Knight -
nknight@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“I do not fear computers.  I fear the lack of them.”  Isaac Asimov

CREATING REAL LIFE DATA 

SOLUTIONS

USING TECHNOLOGY LEARNING HOW TO MANAGE 

SECURITY SYSTEMS

PLAN DEVELOP AND REVIEW 

PROJECTS

BEING INSPIRED AND 

CREATIVE

DEVELOPING PROJECT 

MANAGEMENT SKILLS
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
I.T

P/WAY 1,2,3 LEVEL 1/2 OCR

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Students will study two units with a final assessment being an exam

and an internally assess task. Information Technologies is comparative

and equivalent to GCSE qualifications and is designed to match the

rigours and challenges of GCSE study with grades ranging for pass –

distinction*

WHAT DO THE STUDENTS SAY?

IT is an innovative subject, during studying IT I am able to plan, design

and develop digital products. This has also developed my IT skills

when using the computer or other devices.

Main reason why I enjoy the subject because it is very practical for

people who would like to work in big company and complete

products for clients, it gives you experience in creating product,

analysing the client brief, and understanding of client wants.

A useful skill I got from studying IT, is understanding of target

audience and how it may affect the product, this skill is very useful on

any job you want to do, like designers, architectures or game

development. I highly recommend looking at IT as one of options if

you want to work in creative jobs like design industry or creation of

products, it will help you in future.

CONTACT

Head of Computing – Ms Knight -
nknight@deptfordgreen.co.uk

mailto:jpritchard@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
SOCIOLOGY

P/WAY 1,2 GCSE 1-9 OCR

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

The opportunity to study Sociology is cultural capital. In a society of

young people who are becoming more politically engaged and aware of

social issues, Sociology provides them with the knowledge to debate

and critically engage with contemporary issues. Sociology develops

students’ ability to think sociologically in relation to their experience of

the social world around them, so that they are better able to play a

positive, active, and informed role within society.

Through with reading, writing and debate students will be able to learn

and use sociological theories and evidence to compare social issues,

construct reasoned arguments and debates, make substantiated

judgement and to draw conclusions. Students also use poster

presentations and marketplaces to educate each other on theory.

Online learning is completed through Seneca Learning where students

complete pre learning tasks and quizzes.

THE QUALIFICATION

We currently offer the GCSE (1-) course in Sociology. There will be a
mixture of substantive topical issues relating to crime, education and
family. These will be studied alongside a critical understanding of
research techniques. Put simply, Sociology focusses on important
trends within society and questions why they exist. Issues will range
from “why do men commit more crime?” to “why does inequality
exist?”

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

Trips in Sociology vary from visits to the cinema to watch films
related to topics of study such as Tree. This gave students to
opportunity to explore identity, culture and race through the main
character.

Mock Trials at University of Sussex and London Met University give
students an insight into the study of Law and the experience of a
mock trial. This enables them to better understand the role of the
court as well as develop their public speaking skills.

ASSESSMENT

Two externally marked exams

“Sociology includes a variety of topics that trigger curiosity for example,
sociologist have many theories on what cause young people to commit
crime, and from a variety of studies we find out many roots such as
absent parents etc.” – Year 11 student

CONTACT

Head of Sociology – Ms Jouvel -
jjouvel@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Everybody should learn how to code. It teaches 

you how to think.” – Steve Jobs

LOOKING AT SOCIETY

DIFFERENTLY
CRITICAL THINKING

GETTING IDEAS DOWN
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

GROUP WORK AND

PRESENTATIONS
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
FILM STUDIES

P/WAY 1,2 GCSE 1-9 WJEC

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Film is widely considered to be one of the major art forms of the 20th 
Century making billions of dollars a year in revenue. Film allows 
students to discuss issues we face both globally and locally. Film Studies 
GCSE aims to build on the students’ enthusiasm and interest in film to 
develop a wide range of skills (such as “reading” a film and analysing
sequences). Students will study key elements of film and develop an 
understanding of how films are structured and use narrative and genre 
to explore important ideas and issues. Linking strongly with English 
Literature, students will learn to see the world through other 
perspectives, learn about interesting historical periods, and discover 
enriching and thought-provoking worlds outside of their daily lives.

THE QUALIFICATION

Students gain the WJEC/Eduqas Film Studies GCSE specification.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

Students are encouraged to be creative and explore a range of film 
styles, genres and directors. Active watching of films leading to critical 
analysis. An understanding of social, cultural and historical contexts. 
Through analysis of director’s intention and evaluation of the effects 
created by the micro-elements of Film. The coursework component 
introduces students to screenplay and shooting script writing to 
industry standard. Students are inspired to explore the world of Film 
and are introduced to non-English films and World cinema. Additional 
viewings of interesting films out of lesson time are also held after 
school in Film Club, which students are encouraged to attend.

ASSESSMENT

A two-year, linear GCSE course with two 1 hour 30 minute exams at 
the end of Year 11 and a practical project, which is non-examined, to 
complete in Year 10.

The non-examined assessment (NEA coursework) requires students 
to write a screenplay, evaluation and shooting script for a film 
sequence of a specified genre. This is worth 30% of the students’ 
total mark, whilst the exams are worth 70%. 

Students will study a range of high-quality films for their exams

A British film- Attack the Block

• A global English-language film - Slumdog Millionaire

• A non-English language film - Let the Right One In

• A US indie film - Juno

• Two Hollywood films from different time periods, as the basis for
a comparative study

CONTACT

Head of Film – Mr Watts -
twatts@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“"Cinema is a matter of what’s in the frame and 
what’s out.“ – Martin Scorsese

WRITING SCREENPLAYS
BEING TRANSPORTED TO

OTHER WORLDS

LEARNING ABOUT THE

HISTORY OF FILM-MAKING

EXPLORING

REPRESENTATION

ANALYSING VISUAL

IMAGES
CAPTIVATING STORIES

mailto:zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
PHOTOGRAPHY

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Deptford Green School Visual Arts Department has facilities for painting
and drawing, printmaking, digital photography, textile arts and
ceramics. We have three specialist rooms and an exhibition space /
workshop. The ‘ARTSPACE’ has a kiln room and professional printing
press for specialist techniques. The textiles room has 25 sewing
machines for student use and a digital printer for fabric. The
department is well equipped, and we aim to encourage and facilitate
projects that are ambitious, individual and technically accomplished.
Students thrive in a vibrant, diverse and inspirational working
environment, where their creative energies can be realised. Many
visual art students progress and perform beyond expectations.

We aim to maintain a high academic profile both inside and outside the
classroom by means of participation in whole school events for parents,
students and staff. We reach out to the community, exhibiting in local
businesses and public spaces. We hold an annual event using
‘ARTSPACE’, exhibiting an extensive range of outcomes, across key
stages, from our student artists and designers...

THE QUALIFICATION

The visual arts currently offer three endorsed courses: ART AND
DESIGN–FINE ART and ART AND DESIGN-TEXTILES and ART AND
DESIGN- PHOTOGRAPHY. All courses are visual and creative subjects
which allow students to learn about the work of contemporary and
historic artist and designers, relating their knowledge to the
development of their own skills as artists.

Students will have studied fine art and textile arts as an integrated
course at KS3 and would have experienced a wide range of
techniques and processes. Most personal interests and skill sets can
be explored and developed on this examination course and students
will be rewarded for what they know, what they understand and
what they can demonstrate.

The courses are designed to cover four areas for the critical, practical
and theoretical study of art craft and design.

WHAT DO THE STUDENTS SAY?

Many visual art students progress and perform beyond expectations.

“I find this subject interesting because I get to express my emotions
and feelings through the photographs I take.” Year 9 student.

“During this course you get to explore a wide range of materials and
processes. I have even developed my digital software skills which is
brilliant” - Year 10 student.

CONTACT

Head of Art – Ms Wakelin-Stotten-
EWakelinStotten@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“A photograph speaks a thousand words.”
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
FINE ART

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Deptford Green School Visual Arts Department has facilities for painting
and drawing, printmaking, digital photography, textile arts and
ceramics. We have three specialist rooms and an exhibition space /
workshop. The ‘ARTSPACE’ has a kiln room and professional printing
press for specialist techniques. The textiles room has 25 sewing
machines for student use and a digital printer for fabric.

The department is well equipped, and we aim to encourage and
facilitate projects that are ambitious, individual, and technically
accomplished. Students thrive in a vibrant, diverse and inspirational
working environment, where their creative energies can be realised.
Many visual art students progress and perform beyond expectations.

We aim to maintain a high academic profile both inside and outside the
classroom by means of participation in whole school events for parents,
students and staff. We reach out to the community, exhibiting in local
businesses and public spaces. We hold an annual event using
‘ARTSPACE’, exhibiting an extensive range of outcomes, across key
stages, from our student artists and designers.

THE QUALIFICATION

The visual arts currently offer two endorsed courses: ART AND 
DESIGN–FINE ART and ART AND DESIGN-TEXTILES. Both courses are 
visual and creative subjects which allow students to learn about the 
work of contemporary and historic artist and designers, relating their 
knowledge to the development of their own skills as artists.

Students will have studied fine art and textile arts as an integrated 
course at KS3 and would have experienced a wide range of 
techniques and processes. Most personal interests and skill sets can 
be explored and developed on this examination course and students 
will be rewarded for what they know, what they understand and what 
they can demonstrate.

The courses are designed to cover four areas for the critical, practical 
and theoretical study of art craft and design. Students are awarded 
marks for:

1. Contextual understanding

2. Creative making

3. Reflective Recording

4. Personal presentation

We aim to create a lively and active learning environment that 
is able to cater for the needs of all students. The displays of 
student outcomes, the use of resourced based stimuli and an 
‘open door policy’ create learning spaces where students are 
encouraged to experiment and explore themes and ideas. 

CONTACT

Head of Art – Ms Wakelin-Stotten-
EWakelinStotten@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Art speaks where words are unable to explain.”
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
FINE ART

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES AND ENRICHMENT

Students are expected to extend their work as much as possible and
not settle for the easiest option. Our approach to teaching and
learning centres around key skills: Problem solving, reflection and
evaluation. We encourage personal responses from students, using
their own cultural experiences as a means of expression.

The department would always encourage an individual and personal
approach to building a portfolio of work. First-hand experience of
subject matter is achieved through observational studies or
photography. Ideas are developed further using a combination of
media such as pastels, charcoal, crayon, watercolour, collage and other
experimental techniques. We have access to computers for students to
use basic editing software, if required, and for organising work
outcomes.

ASSESSMENT

Coursework and exam units are assessed using four assessment
objectives.

These can be summed up as:

1. DEVELOP 2. REVIEW/EXPERIMENT. 3. RECORD. 4. PRESENT

WHAT DO THE STUDENTS SAY?

Many visual art students progress and perform beyond
expectations.

“I get to be creative, so say you can’t do a certain skill, you can
find something else to work with that you are good at.” Year 9
student.

“There is no limit to what you can create or do. You are given

ideas and then you are allowed to take it wherever you want,

make it your own” - Year 10 student.

CONTACT

Head of Art – Ms Wakelin-Stotten-
EWakelinStotten@deptfordgreen.co.uk

mailto:zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk
mailto:akelinStotten@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

In an era where technology drives and influences the world, it is
important that pupils leaving Deptford Green School are prepared for
the technological demands they may encounter. Environmental
responsibilities together with developments in social media and design
software, as well as advances in materials and manufacturing, have
presented exciting new challenges and opportunities. Creative thinking
implemented through practical endeavour has proven a winning
formula in an increasingly broad-spectrum employment arena.
Globally, pupils are being prepared for a variety of professions, many of
which have not yet evolved.

Of one key element we can be sure: they will all use technology. The
Design and Technology Department aims to equip pupils with the
technological and creative skills required to thrive in the modern
workplace.

THE QUALIFICATION

The department currently offers a GCSE (9-1) in Design and
Technology, following the OCR exam board specification. It is aimed at
students who are interested progressing towards a career within the
Design and Technology field.

In KS4 knowledge and understanding is built upon from KS3, while
placing great emphasis on understanding and applying iterative design
processes. Students will use their creativity and imagination to design
and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems,
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.

The course offers a foundation in the principles and iterative design
practices of various 21st century design and manufacture industries.
The qualification offers flexibility in the approaches students use to
apply and develop knowledge and understanding of these practices
and principles when designing and making prototypes that solve real
and relevant problems.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

Students will follow a 2-year flight path following on from KS3.
Throughout year 10 Students will be lead through the iterative design
process using a series of bespoke projects designed by the
department as well as a series on assessment to gauge and develop
students’ knowledge and understanding. Once completed they then
will move on to completing a practice run of their final Non-exam
assessment before going on to complete their final NEA and written
examination during year 11.

CONTACT

Head of DT – Mr Curran-
pcurran@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Design creates culture. Culture shapes values. 

Values determine the future.”

- Robert L Peters

DESIGNING AND MAKING PROBLEM SOLVING
EXPLORING HOW

PRODUCTS ARE MADE

BEING CREATIVE WORKING WITH TOOLS
WORKING WITH OTHERS

AND ON YOUR OWN
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
MUSIC

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Music is all around us. It’s something we can all relate to. At

Deptford Green we have a well-established vibrant department

able to cater for all abilities and talents. We have access to two

Mac suites, a recording studio with the latest software, regular

opportunities to perform live and develop skills with weekly

ensemble groups designed to cater for all tastes and styles.

Both employers and universities see creative subjects as assets.

Increasingly, employers and universities are looking for young

people who have skills that are learned through creative

subjects: creative thinking, emotional intelligence, adaptability,

communication, and tenacity to name just a few. Universities are

keen to attract students who have a well-rounded education and

achieve good results, no matter what the subject.

Making music can help a young person maintain good mental

health during a time of high pressure. Research has shown that

music can improve mood and prompt creative flow, which helps

with anxiety and self- doubt. It can also help young people to

regulate their emotions.

We can offer the GCSE or BTEC qualification in Music. The

GCSE includes a written listening exam and is recommended

for those who are proficient in a musical instrument and

intend to study music at A-Level.

The GCSE is broken down into 3 parts: Composing - You will be

required to create two pieces of Music which will be

moderated. Performing - You will perform two pieces on your

1st study instrument, one will be a solo and one will be an

ensemble. Listening and appraising - there is an exam to

assess this at the end of the course.

You will have access to fully funded instrumental lessons

throughout the course. The assessment in all areas is

continuous and all areas are taught, delivered and developed

throughout the course.

CONTACT

Head of Music – Mr Hill
rhill@deptfordgreen.co.uk

BTEC 1/2 
“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I

understand.” 
- Confucius

PERFORMING CREATING LISTENING TO MUSIC

HAVING FUN DEVELOPING

CONFIDENCE

WORKING

WITH PEOPLE
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
MUSIC

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 PEARSON

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

Some of the activities on the BTEC course will include creating music on
IMacs. Sequencing tracks and learning how to record audio in the
studio. There will be group performance opportunities if you have
selected performance unit.

In the GCSE course, you will learn Music across four areas of study. You
will master listening skills and the ability to appraise pieces of music.
You will develop skills in your first study instrument with opportunities
to perform as a soloist and in an ensemble. You will compose two
pieces of music, one to a brief the other on whatever you like.

Extra-Curricular activities include: school orchestra, jazz band, choir,
open mic club, folk club, composing club. We also regularly run project-
based opportunities.

ASSESSMENT

GCSE COURSE

Performance (30% of final score). Students give a performance for a
minimum of four minutes, including at least one minute of a group
piece (ensemble playing).

Composition (30% of final score). Students create two
compositions. In the first year of the course, they compose a
piece of their choice. In the second, the piece is set by the exam
board, usually from a choice of options.

Listening and appraising/understanding (40% of the final
score). This is the only exam and is usually one and a half
hours. Students are asked to listen to, and answer questions
about four ‘Areas of Study’ taught during the course. They then
do the same for previously unheard pieces.

BTEC COURSE

This qualification has a mixture of externally and internally
assessed units. For the internally assessed unit’s, learners will
receive regular feedback from their instructors. Towards the
end of the course the knowledge of the learner in their
specialist area (performance) will be assessed by RSL through
an externally assessed unit. The work throughout the course
should prepare learners for this task.

“Music really allows my creative spirit to flourish. You don’t
just get to play instruments, but really get to think about
things like performance and how music is structured. It’s a
great subject to pick, but be prepared to be dedicated to it and
spend time outside of the classroom working on it too.”

– Year 10 student

CONTACT

Head of Music – Mr Hill
rhill@deptfordgreen.co.uk

BTEC 1/2 
“I hear and I forget. I see and I remember. I do and I

understand.” 
- Confucius

mailto:zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
DRAMA

P/WAY 1,2,3 GCSE 1-9 OCR

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY

CONTEXT

Any aspiring professional performer will need to learn a variety of
performance skills to perform in a way that will meet the expectations
of their audience, and also accurately represent them as performers.
Beyond just performing effectively, performers need to think about the
other performers, technical crew, performance equipment, the
expectations of the audience, quality and variety in the set, and the
practice and rehearsal schedule it takes to get to the final performance
itself. Regularly having the opportunity to perform in front of an
audience can help hone technique, expression and stage presence in
order that high quality performance, and the practice required to get
there, becomes second nature. Reflecting on performances is also a
useful tool – as performers can see themselves through the audience’s
eyes and learn more about how to develop their performance style to
continually improve and grow in confidence.

ASSESSMENT

Component 1 – Devising (40% of the qualification)

Content overview:

• Create and develop a devised piece from stimulus
• Performance of this devised piece
• Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance
Internally assessed and externally moderated

There are 2 parts to the assessment:

1)A portfolio analysing and evaluating the creative and development
process, and the final performance (2 000 words)
2)3) A devised performance (25 minutes)

Component 2: Performance from Text (20% of the qualification)

Content overview:
• Students will perform in two key extracts from a performance text
• Externally assessed by visiting examiner

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (40% of the qualification)
Written Examination: 1 Hour 30 minutes

• The study of one complete performance text
• Live Theatre evaluation

Section A: Bringing Texts to life
This section consists of one question broken into five parts (short and
extended responses) based on an unseen extract from the chosen
performance text. Performance texts are not allowed in the
examination as the extracts will be provided.

Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation
This section consists of two questions requiring students to analyse
and evaluate a live theatre performance they have seen. Students are
allowed to bring in theatre evaluation notes of up to a maximum of
500 words.

CONTACT

Head of Drama – Mr Heelbeck
Jheelbeck@deptfordgreen.co.uk

CREATING DYNAMIC 

THEATRE

HAVING IDEAS AND SEEING 

THEM REALISED

PERFORMING

TAKING STEPS TO ENTER 

THE WORLD OF THEATRE 

TAKING  WORK FROM 

STAGE TO PAGE

DRAMATIC LITERATURE 

AND PRODUCTIONS

"Performing live is like harvesting your crops and sharing your 
food with people." Jason Mraz

mailto:zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
BUSINESS

P/WAY 1,2,3 LEVEL 1/2 NCFE

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES AND ENRICHMENT

Studying business at Deptford Green is an ideal platform for students to
maximise their progress and attainment by developing the skills and
talents they already hold and through practical participation in a range
of vocational business activities. Thus, students become equipped with
the knowledge, understanding and skills to progress onto the next stage
of their education, irrespective of their prior attainment. The course
gives students the opportunity to have a deeper understanding of the
concept of the real business world and help to shape and inspire them
to enter into the world of business. Learners also partake in a range of
enrichment opportunities that help them become responsible citizens
capable of making positive contributions to society.

THE QUALIFICATION

We currently offer the NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and
Enterprise. It is aimed at 14–16-year-olds studying Key Stage 4
curriculum who are interested in the business and enterprise industry

sector. It complements GCSE qualifications and is designed to

match the rigour and challenge of GCSE study. The qualification is

graded at Level 1 Pass/Merit/Distinction/Distinction* and Level

2 Pass/Merit/Distinction/Distinction* (equivalent to GCSE grades

8.5–1).

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

The NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise

follows a 3 year flight path, starting with the introductory course

in Year 9, which then leads to the final NCFE course in Year 10 &

11. The classes will normally have five sessions each over a

fortnight and all students should experience most of these

activities:

• Discussion - one to one or in groups

• Research – group or individual using a variety of methods

• Report writing – manually or using ICT

• Presentations – in groups or individually

• Practical work

• Display work

• Visits to organisations/companies

• Work with visitors

CONTACT

Head of Business – Mr Aniagwu -
naniagwu@deptfordgreen.co.uk

SOVING PROBLEMS
LEARNING HOW

BUSINESSES WORK
BEING ENTREPRENERIAL

WORKING WITH

OTHERS

PRACTICAL TASKS IN

LESSONS

LEARNING FROM

INDUSTRY LEADERS

"An entrepreneur is someone who jumps off a cliff and builds a 

plane on the way down.“ – Reid Hoffman

mailto:zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
BUSINESS

P/WAY 1,2,3 LEVEL 1/2 NCFE

ASSESSMENT

At KS4, year 10, it is expected that business students sit for an
externally assessed paper and in year 11 they complete their synoptic
assessment. The Synoptic assessment is an important part of a high-
quality vocational qualification because it shows that learners have
achieved a holistic understanding of the sector and that they can make
effective connections between different aspects of the subject content
and across the breadth of the assessment objectives in an integrated
way.

It enables learners to show that they can transfer knowledge and skills
learnt in one context to resolve problems raised in another. To support
the development of a synoptic approach, the qualification encourages
learners to make links between elements of the course and to
demonstrate how they have integrated and applied their increasing
knowledge and skills. As learners progress through the course, they
will use and build upon knowledge and skills learnt across units. The
internal synoptic project will test the learners’ ability to respond to a
real-world situation.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“Business is universal. There are many opportunities that you

can apply a business degree to. So far, this education has been

very enlightening and satisfying.” – Year 10 student

“I like studying business and enterprise because the skills I learn

can easily be transferred to just about any future career or job

position.” – Year 10 student

“I like studying business and enterprise because it teaches me

very useful skills that I could use in the future to have a

successful business and be a good business owner. I also enjoy

studying business and enterprise because I find it very

interesting and it applies to the career that I want to pursue in

the future.” – Year 10 student

“It’s nice to see behind how the world operates every day and I’d
like to take it as an A level.” –

Year 10 student

“So I know how to be a successful entrepreneur and learn how

to satisfy customers with high- quality products.” Year 10

student

CONTACT

Head of Business – Mr Aniagwu -
naniagwu@deptfordgreen.co.uk

mailto:zcalvert@deptfordgreen.co.uk


OPTION SUBJECTS 
SPORTS STUDIES

P/WAY 1,2,3 LEVEL 1/2 CAMBRIDGE

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

As a PE team, we aim to create an enjoyable and engaging environment
where all pupils experience success through a range of sports. Our wide 
and varied curriculum provides the opportunity for pupils to develop a 
range of skills which are necessary for sport and everyday life.
It is important that every child gets the chance to experience a range of 
individual and team sports with the aim to motivate them to continue 
with physical activity in life beyond school. At Deptford Green we offer
a wide range of sport such as football, basketball, handball, table tennis,
badminton, fitness, cricket and athletics. We have also begun many
links with clubs outside of school such as a local boxing club, a 
basketball club and others.

THE QUALIFICATION

Students who select Sport Studies as an option for KS4 will cover a 
range of topics such as Contemporary Issues in Sport,

Developing Sport Skills, Sports Leadership and Outdoor Adventure 
Activities. The course is made up of four units, one being an exam and 
the other three being a mixture of coursework and practical
performances. The course is a natural progression for students who
wish to study sport in college as most colleges offer the Level 3 Sport 
Studies Course.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITES AND ENRICHMENT

Extra-curricular activities are very important to the PE team at 
Deptford Green. We aim to offer activities every day at lunch and after
school. Our extra-curricular clubs range from basketball and badminton
at lunchtime to fitness, football and handball after school. We have also
entered teams into the National Indoor Rowing Competitions.

ASSESSEMENT

Students will be assessed practically in a number of sports, submit
coursework and take one externally marked exam.

WHAT THE STUDENTS SAY

“I enjoy the coaching unit in Sport Studies as you create your own 
coaching plan and then you have to coach members of your class. I
chose basketball and my lesson was based on shooting. I enjoyed
the session and the feedback I got was good in order to improve for
next time.” – Year 11 student

CONTACT

Head of PE – Ms Pritchard -
jpritchard@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“PE is Powerful Education”

ANALYSING SPORTS

PERFORMANCE
PRACTICAL PE

RESEARCHING CAREERS

IN SPORT

COACHING AND

REFEREEING
EXTENDED WRITING USING ICT
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
FOOD

P/WAY 1,2,3 LEVEL 1/2 NCFE

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

Food Preparation and Nutrition qualification aims to equip learners
with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and
apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. The
qualification will encourage learners to cook and make informed
decisions about a wide range of further learning, opportunities and
career pathways as well as develop life skills that enable learners to
feed themselves and others affordably, now and in later life.
Food Preparation and Nutrition is a new, exciting, up-to-date
qualification that is relevant to the world of food today. This
qualification aims to bring about real sustainable change, providing
learners with the expertise and skills to feed themselves and others
better.

THE QUALIFICATION

The heart of the qualification is the development of strong practical
cookery skills and techniques as well as a good understanding of

nutrition. We believe that learners who learn to cook well are more
likely to make better food choices and understand healthy eating.
Learners will discover the essentials of food science, nutrition and how
to cook. In addition to this, learners will understand the huge
challenges that we face globally to supply the world with nutritious
and safe food.

This qualification is also a contribution towards creating a healthier
society and improving the nation’s cooking skills as well as setting
some learners on the path to careers in the food and hospitality
industries.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES AND ENRICHMENT

Students will follow a 2-year flight path following on from KS3.
Throughout year 10 Students will be lead through a series of bespoke
projects designed by the department as well theory and practical
assessments to gauge and develop students’ knowledge and
understanding. Once completed they then will move on to completing a
practice run of their final Non-exam assessments before going on to
complete their final NEA’s and written examination during year 11.

WHAT DO THE STUDENTS SAY?

“I enjoy Food lessons as I like learning about different nutrients.”

– Year 10 student

“Learning about food and how to prepare it, is important and a life

skill.” – Year 10 student

“The food lessons are really exciting and includes elements of 

science” – Year 10 student

CONTACT

Head of Food – Mr Djordevic -
odjordevic @deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Food science and nutrition is essential to nourish the world in a safe, 
responsible and sustainable way”

FOOD SCIENCE
LEARNING ABOUT 

NUTRITION

EXPLORING HOW FOOD 

PRODUCT ARE MADE

CREATING A HEALTHY 

LIFESTYLE

DEVELOPING PRACTICAL 

COOKING SKILLS

WORKING WITH OTHERS 

AND ON YOUR OWN
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
CREATIVE IMEDIA

P/WAY 1,2,3 LEVEL 1/2 OCR

THINK ABOUT CHOOSING IF YOU ENJOY:

CONTEXT

The creative IMedia course is perfect for people interested in graphic
design and using computers to create digital media products. It gives
students the opportunity to use high-spec laptops and industry
standard packages like PhotoShop and InDesign to create digital
images. it is a great way to prepare to work in the digital media
industry and it will allow you to practice some skills for life! The
course, along with its practical element, teaches the fundamentals of
the media industry. It is fair to say that this is, in equal parts, a
creative, artistic and technical course.

THE QUALIFICATION AND ASSESSMENT

Unit R093: Creative iMedia in the media industry.

This is assessed by taking an exam. In this unit you will learn about the
media industry, digital media products, how they are planned, and the
media codes which are used to convey meaning, create impact and
engage audiences.

Topics include:
- The media industry
- Factors influencing product design
- Pre-production planning
- Distribution considerations

Unit R094: Visual identity and digital graphics.

- This is assessed by completing a set assignment. In this unit you will
learn to how to develop visual identities for clients and use the
concepts of graphic design to create original digital graphics to
engage target audiences.

- Topics include:
- Develop visual identity
- Plan digital graphics for products
- Create visual identity and digital graphics

Then there are 5 optional units:

- Comics
- Animation with audio
- Interactive digital media
- Visual imaging
- Digital games

We will decide as a class which one of these units we study.

CONTACT

Creative IMedia teacher – Mr Allen -
tallen@deptfordgreen.co.uk

“Food science and nutrition is essential to nourish the world in a safe, 
responsible and sustainable way”

GRAPHIC DESIGN COMPUTING USING PHOTOSHOP

THINKING CREATIVELY ANALYSING MEDIA THINKING CRITICALLY
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