
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 Revision 
Strategy 2023-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
The current GCSE exams mean that students will have to recall 
greater amounts of facts and knowledge than ever before. They 
have to do this in strict timed conditions, and have to 
demonstrate their knowledge by writing more extended essays.  
 
Learning all of this content and trying to remember it can be 
daunting. Students often don’t know where to start revising and 
lose motivation as they feel overwhelmed by the amount of 
content they must cover.  
 
This guide aims to teach students how to revise effectively, and 
to help parents to support students as much as possible. It will 
cover where students should begin, how they should embed 
their learning and how to demonstrate it through exam practice 
and testing.  
 
We have included examples of different structures and strategies 
that apply to the different stages, paper copies of which we will 
share with students to use.  
 
Finally, we have included subject specific information from each 
subject which outlines the key exam information, papers studied 
and approaches to revise effectively.  
 
I hope that you find this guidance useful, if you require any 
further support, please visit the independent learning page on 
the Deptford Green school website or email me directly at 
jcallaghan@deptfordgreen.co.uk 
 
Yours sincerely,  
Mr. Callaghan 
Assistant Headteacher  
 
 
 
 

“Learning happens when people have to think hard.” 
Prof. Robert Coe – Durham University 

mailto:jcallaghan@deptfordgreen.co.uk


Three steps to effective revision and long-
lasting learning.  
 
 
 

Stage 1: Students should focus on 
memorisation of key facts and 
knowledge through chunking, 
repetition and rote learning.  
 
 
 

 
 

Stage 2: Students need to deepen 
their knowledge by engaging in 
higher-level thinking. We remember 
this thinking in more detail and for 
longer. The Revisit template activities 
help students to structure this 
thinking. 
 
 
 

 
 

Stage 3: Students need to retrieve, 
demonstrate, apply and test their 
learning to make sure they have 
remembered it. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Split up the course 
into manageable 
chunks – e.g. 
using your topic 
list. 
Choose a chunk at 
a time to revise.  
Start with the most 
important or the 
most difficult.  

CHUNK  
IT 

Spend time re-
learning some of the 
key ideas.  

You might use: 
• Your class book. 
• BBC bitesize 
• GCSE Pod  
• An online 

platform such as 
Seneca. 

Now make some 
revision notes based 
on what you have 
learned.  
You could organize your 
learning into Cornell 
notes, or complete a 
brain dump based on 
what you remember. 
Try to do this without 
your notes.  

Give a verbal explanation 
about the topic as if you 
were teaching it.  
Repeat facts you need to 
remember 20 times.  
Turn the key facts you 
need to remember about 
this topic into flashcards 
and get a friend or parent 
to test you. 

RE-LEARN  
IT 

WRITE  
IT 

SPEAK  
IT 

Stage 1: Students should focus on memorisation of key facts and 
knowledge through chunking, repetition and rote learning.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
The Cornell Note taking method: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Stage 1: Students should focus on memorisation of key facts and 
knowledge through chunking, repetition and rote learning.  
 
Example tasks for re-learning key content. 



 
 

Transform key facts 
you have learned into 
a series of images.  
Transform what you 
have learnt into a 
diagram.  
Transform your 
learning into a poem 
or a story.  

TRANSFORM  
IT 

Reduce what you 
have learnt about 
this topic into 5 
bullet points or 
prompts.  
Reduce the 3 most 
important facts in 
this topic into 9 
words.  

Use the ranking 
template to rank the 
most important facts 
from this topic.  
What is the most 
difficult point to 
remember? Why? 
Categorise key facts 
from this topic into 3 
groups. You choose 
the group headings.  

Find 3 links between 
this topic and other 
topics you have 
studied.  
Link the points 
together.  
Link the ideas.  
Link the factors.  

REDUCE  
IT 

SORT  
IT 

LINK  
IT 

Stage 2: Students need to deepen their knowledge by engaging 
in higher-level thinking. We remember this thinking in more 
detail and for longer. The Revisit template activities help students 
to structure this thinking. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Stage 2: Students need to deepen their knowledge by engaging 
in higher-level thinking.  
 
Example tasks for processing information and ‘thinking hard’. 
 

Brie 

Camembert 

Cheese 

French 

Product
 

Flavour Sale Types 

Italian 

English 

Boursin 



Processing. 

Break down big ideas into in to smaller steps/stages. 

Could be useful in: 

• Processes in science e.g. digestion 

• Processes in Geography – e.g. weather 

• Chronology in History 

• Narrative in English.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ranking 
1. Make notes on each factor first. 
2. Include key facts and words in the cloud for each factor. 
3. Then rank the factors in terms of importance, and justify your 

decision. 
E.g. Reasons why the Americans lost the war in Vietnam. 
 
 

 
 
 



Go back to your reduce 
it notes, which broke 
down the main ideas 
into key words and 
images.  
Now restore these 
ideas back to their full 
detail by making 
extended notes.  

RESTORE  
IT 

Use your flashcards to 
test yourself. 
Write yourself exam 
questions on this topic 
or skill. How many can 
you think of?  
Complete practice 
exam questions on the 
topic. 

Read over your completed 
exam question.  
Self-assess your work using a 
marking grid. What you missed 
out from this topic from your 
notes 
Now: 

• Improve it 
• Add to it 

TEST  
IT 

REFINE  
IT 

Stage 3: Students need to retrieve, demonstrate, apply and 
test their learning to make sure they have remembered it. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flashcards as a tool for quizzing. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing questions for self-testing. 
 

1. Break down a topic into quiz questions. 
2. Write down the answers. 
3. Fold the sheet in half and test yourself, or give it to someone else 

who can test you. 
4. Repeat the quiz often in order to embed knowledge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

Stage 3: Students need to retrieve, demonstrate, apply and 
test their learning to make sure they have remembered it. 
 
Example tasks for testing yourself and demonstrating knowledge. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  



 
  



  



 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
  



 

 
  



 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Top tip 1: You do not need to study from 8am-10pm; decide which hours of the day you can 
concentrate best.  
Top tip 2: Don’t be over ambitious – break work down into small chunks. Assess how familiar you are 
with each topic and focus on your weak areas.  
Top Tip 3: Take breaks, do short (45 minute) sessions often and include fun stuff / rewards – that way 
you are more likely to stick to your timetable.  
 
Task: Identify 3- 4 time slots per week that you will commit to revising in each week in the run up to 
your PPE exams. Now highlight them on your timetable. Label each time block with a letter.  

Example revision timetable. 


